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Purbrook Park Performers 
Winners of the 'Creative Choreography award' at the UK dance awards 

 
 
1. Notes from the Headteacher 
 
Huge congratulations to our exceptional Performing Arts Team, who have won a national “Creative 
Choreography Award” at the UK Dance Awards – please follow the link for more information. 
 
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/your-world/purbrook-park-school-performers-celebrate-national-
dance-award-win-9276145 
 
With best wishes,  
 
Paul Foxley 

 

 

https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/your-world/purbrook-park-school-performers-celebrate-national-dance-award-win-9276145
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/your-world/purbrook-park-school-performers-celebrate-national-dance-award-win-9276145


2. Calendar  
 

Date Event  

Monday 
12.10.26 

Staff Briefing – 3.10pm – 3.20pm 
Department Meetings – 3.20pm – 4.20pm 

  
Tuesday 
13.10.26 

Dance Performance Squad auditions – 3.00pm – 4.30pm 

    

Wednesday 
14.10.26 

School Day 

  

Thursday 
15.10.26 

Year 7 ‘Restart a Heart’ day 

  

Friday 
16.10.26 

Year 8 I-Construct Careers event - CETC Fareham College 
Staff Flu Vaccination – 2.00pm – 3.15pm 

  

Saturday 
17.10.26 

Musical Con - Excel, London – 7.00am – 8.00pm 
 

 
3. Messages 
 
 

Year 9 & 10 
Drama 

Workshops 

Two fantastic Drama workshops were led by Kerry from the Splendid Theatre 
company last Thursday. Thank you for an energetic and inspiring day for all 
our pupils. Key Drama practitioners were covered and GCSE techniques 
developed throughout the day, which pupils will incorporate into their own 
practical and theory exam work in lesson time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Shepherd - Teacher of Drama 

 

 

 



Performing Arts 
Update 

 

UK Dance Awards 
 
Purbrook Park won the 'Creative Choreography award' at the UK dance 
awards (pictured on the front of the newsletter). We were one of eight finalists 
up against some big names and were the only secondary school amongst a 
room full of top colleges, industry professionals and private dance schools. 
It’s a huge achievement and we would like to thank every single one of our 
pupils who danced our pieces exactly how we imagined them in our heads. 
This is SO important for dance in education! Purbrook Park Performers at their 
very best. 
 
Diary Dates 
 

Monday 
12th October Run through All in act 1 

Tuesday 
13th October 

Elite Dance 
auditions 

 

More of him to love 
song and Oompa 
Loompas 

 

Guitar Club 

Anyone  

 

 

Augustus, Mrs Gloop, and 
Oompa Loompas. 

 

 

3-4 Music department 

Wednesday 
14th October 

All bucket shack 
scenes 

 

 

Rock Band 

All grandparents, Charlie and 
Mrs Green 

 

3-4 Music department 

Thursday 
15th October 

Scene 9: Strike that 
reverse it 

All main parts in the factory (not 
Oompa) 

Friday 
16th October 

Choir Club 
2:20-3:20  

Music department 

Saturday 
17th October 

'Musical Con'  

Excel London 

Pupils to meet at the back of 
school 7:00am. Please check 
Edulink for updates and 
messages. 

 
‘Charlie & the Chocolate Factory’ Tickets 
Tickets will be available to purchase on Friday 9th October 2026, from 

6:00pm. Please choose the date and scan the relevant QR code or click on 

the link below/overleaf: 

 

Tuesday 1st December 6:30pm 

https://www.ticketsource.com/purbrook-park-school/t-vxjrlzj 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ticketsource.com/purbrook-park-school/t-vxjrlzj


Wednesday 2nd December 6:30pm 

https://www.ticketsource.com/purbrook-park-school/t-oevgnpm 

 
 

Thursday 3rd December 6:30pm 

https://www.ticketsource.com/purbrook-park-school/t-ejqpgvj 

 
 
Year 11 GCSE Drama exam - Tuesday 13th October 
Tuesday 13th October P1 and P2 - GCSE Drama Exam Component 1 
Devised performance. Pupils should come straight to CM2 to register. 
 
Mrs Brook – Performing Arts Technician 

Science – 
Celebrating 

Success 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sparx 
The top three Science Sparx users in each year group for the week beginning 
28th September 2026 were as follows: 

Year 
Group 

1st Position  2nd Position 3rd Position 

7 Belle 
(TEV) 

Abbi 
(CST) 

JJ 
(KSH) 

8 Archie 
(FTU) 

Isla 
(FTU) 

Alex 
(API) 

9 Taiya 
(SSR) 

Felix 
(CSI) 

Oliver 
(JHE) 

10 Tilly 
(NSD) 

Oliver 
(JMS) 

Jacob 
(NSD) 

11 Savannah 
(MBR) 

Nelly 
(TGO) 

Dolce 
(FCO) 

 
 
Each of the above have been awarded 25 Praise Points for their efforts. This 
academic year pupils have completed 1,183 hours of personalised learning 
on Sparx Science. 
 
Scientists of the Week 
The following pupils have been nominated as “Scientist of the Week” by Mr 
Evans for their continued hard work and sustained effort within lessons and 
have been awarded 50 Praise Points: Riley (8FMI) and Dexter (11MBR). 
 
Homework 
Sparx homework is set on a Thursday and due the following Wednesday for 
all year groups.  Occasionally additional homework may be set to help 
consolidate knowledge, for example in preparation for an end of topic 
assessment.  

https://www.ticketsource.com/purbrook-park-school/t-oevgnpm
https://www.ticketsource.com/purbrook-park-school/t-ejqpgvj


STEM @ PPS 
The Royal Society of Biology are hosting again this year their BioCraft art 
competition. In this competition, participants create a biology-inspired 3D 
artwork from recycled or other materials. The competition is open to anyone 
in the UK and internationally. Entries are free of charge and the competition 
is open to all ages.  https://www.rsb.org.uk/biocraft-competition.html 
 
Mr Evans – Lead Teacher of Science 

Food Practical 
Reminders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Armstrong – Teacher of Food Technology 

Lockers During the summer holidays we emptied lockers that were no longer being 
used, according to our list.  We found a lot of PE kits, trainers, football boots 
and coats left in them!   
 
If you have found items missing from your locker since returning to school, 
please come to Reception to check if we have them.  
 
Items not claimed by October half term will be added to our spare uniform 
supplies or donated to charity if appropriate. 
 
 
 
Admin Team 

  

  

 

 

https://www.rsb.org.uk/biocraft-competition.html


Careers Update College Open Events 10th October – 16th October 
 

 
 
 
BAE Systems Apprentice Open Evenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Medicine WEX Opportunities 
Pupils interested in healthcare careers can sign up to join  four online medical 
experiences live or catch up with the recordings afterwards.  Free registration 
and further information are available via the 
link: https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/free 
 
In-person medicine work experience opportunities for pupils are also 
available. Pupils can attend individual days, with young people from across 
the UK taking part: 
 
LONDON 
24 October 2026 – A&E & GP 
London South Bank University 
 
25 October 2026 – On-Call Doctor 
London South Bank University 
 
7 November 2026 – Surgical Skills Explorer 
King's College Hospital 
 
MANCHESTER 
14 November 2026 – A&E & GP 
Wythenshawe Hospital 
 
15 November 2026 – Ward Round & Radiology 
Wythenshawe Hospital 
 
21 November 2026 – On-Call Doctor 
Wythenshawe Hospital 
 
Each experience is designed to give pupils considering medicine the 
opportunity to explore the profession through practical, interactive activities 
and medical scenarios. Full details & booking: 
 
London Dates - https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/medicine-work-
experience-day-event 
Manchester Dates - www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/manchester-hospital-
work-experience-1-day-courses 
  
Mrs Akhtar – Careers Advisor 

Year 11 ADT 
Deadline 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Sanderson – A, D & T Technician 

 

https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/free
https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/medicine-work-experience-day-event
https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/medicine-work-experience-day-event
https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/manchester-hospital-work-experience-1-day-courses
https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/manchester-hospital-work-experience-1-day-courses


English Update  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Evans – Assistant Lead Teacher of English 

October  
Half-Term  
Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastoral Team 
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