
Purbrook Park School 
Purbrook Park Newsletter 

 
 
 

Week commencing Monday 13th July 2026 
WEEK B 

 
1. Notes from the Headteacher 
2. Calendar 
3. Messages 
4. Summer Fair Thank You 
5. Department Leader Boards & Pupils/Work of the Week 
6. PE Bulletin 
7. House Competitions 
8. Weekly Praise Point Leader Boards 
9. Summer Holiday Activities 
10. Togetherness June 2026 Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTFA-funded Songwriting Workshop 
 
1. Notes from the Headteacher 
 
Congratulations to all our award winners at our Prize Giving Evening. It was a wonderful opportunity 
to pause, reflect and celebrate the remarkable young people who make our school such a special 
place.  
 
With best wishes,  
 
Paul Foxley 

 

 



2. Calendar  
 

Date Event  

Monday 
13.07.26 

Staff Briefing – 3.10pm – 3.20pm 
Department Meetings – 3.20pm – 4.20pm 
 

  
Tuesday 
14.07.26 

Kenya Trip departs today 

    

Wednesday 
15.07.26 

Prom in the Park - Victoria Park, Portsmouth – 10.30am – 3.00pm 
Pre-loved School Uniform sale – 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

  

Thursday 
16.07.26 

Sports Day (Year 7 & 8) 

  

Friday 
17.07.26 

Sports Day (Year 9 & 10) 

 
3. Messages 
 

Science – 
Celebrating 

Success 

Sparx 
The top three Science Sparx users in each year group for the week 
beginning 29th June 2026 were as follows: 
 

Year 
Group 

1st Position  2nd Position 3rd Position 

7 Phoebe 
(FTU) 

Henry 
(FTU) 

Ana 
(FMI) 

8 Oakley 
(RJA) 

Edward 
(JFR) 

Felix 
(CSI) 

9 Eva 
(TKE) 

Tilly 
(NSD) 

Abishai 
(TKE) 

10 Isabelle 
(BSO) 

Dylan 
(JHD) 

Max 
(BSO) 

 

 
Each of the above have been awarded 25 Praise Points. 
 
This academic year our pupils have answered 606,344 questions 
correctly on Sparx Science. 
 
Mr Evans – Lead Teacher of Science 

Last Day of Term A reminder that Wednesday 22nd July 2026 is the last day of term and the 
school will close to pupils at 11.55am.  
 
The last day of term will also be a non-uniform day. Pupils and staff are 
welcome to wear suitable, non-uniform for a £1 donation. 
 
Pastoral Team 



Food Practical 
Reminders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Armstrong – Teacher of Food Technology 

  

  

 

  

  



Water Safety 
Toolkit 

Child drownings increase during hot weather. Recent reports from the 
last UK heatwave suggest that over a dozen children and young people lost 
their lives in water-related incidents, highlighting how quickly risks can 
escalate when temperatures rise and more children are around water. 
 
The HSCP Water Safety Toolkit for parents offers simple, practical 
advice to help families stay safe, including: 
• everyday risks at home – including bath time safety and garden 

hazards 
• staying safe outdoors – such as the beach, around rivers and in open 

water 
• practical safety advice – including the Water Safety Code and how to 

“Float to Live” 
• age-specific guidance – for babies, young children, older children and 

teenagers 
• what to do in an emergency – including simple first aid steps and 

where to find further support. 
Small actions – like close supervision, choosing safe places to swim and 
talking regularly with children – can make a big difference. 
 
Pastoral Team 

Songwriting 
Workshop 

A huge thank you to the PTFA for generously funding our Year 9 and 10 
songwriting workshop last week (pictured on the front of the 
newsletter). We were delighted to welcome David from Portsmouth Music 
Academy, who delivered an engaging and inspiring session that 
encouraged pupils to create their own original songs inspired by Dolly 
Parton’s classic Jolene. 
 
The workshop provided a valuable insight into the songwriting process and 
closely supported the composition component of the GCSE Music course. 
Pupils showed great creativity and enthusiasm throughout the morning, 
producing some fantastic musical ideas and songs. We are extremely 
grateful to the PTFA for helping to make this enriching learning opportunity 
possible. 
 
Mrs Barge – Teacher of Music 

Year 9 Religious 
Studies Visit 

On Monday last week, 34 of our lovely Year 9 pupils visited St. Paul's 
Cathedral in London to help support their GCSE Religious Studies course. 
Pupils enjoyed a wonderful tour of the cathedral and informative workshop 
provided by the learning coordinators of St. Paul's. Our Year 9 pupils have 
been learning about Christian beliefs this year and were able to put their 
subject knowledge to the test during the course of their tour. Yet again, our 
Purbrook Park pupils were a credit to us with their impeccable behaviour 
and excellent participation. Pupils then ended their tour by climbing the 528 
steps to the top of the iconic St Paul's Cathedral dome as they reached the 
Golden Gallery for an incredible view of London.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Religious Studies Department 

 

 

 

https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/parents-and-carers/water-safety/


Performing Arts 
Update 

Summer Show 2026 
Thank you to everyone who performed and came to our Performing arts 
summer show. We were able to raise much needed funds to help with our 
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ production in December. A special 
thank you to Dior who donated lollies to sell and Bayleigh who made sweet 
cones to help raise money for our event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Fair 
A huge thank you to all our performers  who gave up their time to sing/play 
music at our summer fair on Saturday.You entertained us all day with rave 
reviews from our PTFA and stall holders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was really lovely to welcome back a talented ex-pupil, Issy Slade. Issy 
studied at the Brits school in London. She is a professional 
singer/songwriter who performs across the south and teaches singing 
lessons. Thank you to Issy who performed an hour set at our fair. 
 

 
 
Prom in the Park - Wednesday 15th July 11-1pm Victoria Park 
Please check Edulink for further messages. 
 
Musical Con trip - Saturday 17th October Excel London. 
Please make sure you have paid for the trip by the end of this school year. 
There is a space left for this trip Year 9 to 11 only. Please see Mrs Brook if 
you are interested. 
 

 

A huge thank you also to the talented 
'Classique' dance school in Waterlooville 
who gave us a 30 minute set of non-stop 
dancing from their rising stars, their 
performers company and even treated 
us to some of their Disney show which 
they are performing later on this 
year.Classique are a local dance 
company that caters for all styles of 
dance and levels of abilities. 
 

Classique School Of 
Dance | Dance school in 
Waterlooville 
 

 

Issy Slade | Facebook 
 

https://www.classiquedance.co.uk/
https://www.classiquedance.co.uk/
https://www.classiquedance.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/issy.slade.16/photos_by


‘Charlie’ Auditions 
A huge thank you to everyone who has auditioned for ‘Charlie’, we were 
overwhelmed by the number of pupils who auditioned for a part - 50 of you! 
Congratulations if you have been asked for 'call backs' to read for a main 
role - this week has been incredibly difficult for us as you are all so talented. 
Main parts will be published soon on our Performing Arts notice board with 
details on where and when to collect scripts. 
 
If you auditioned for ‘Charlie’ and you didn't get a call back or a main part, 
then you are all automatically in our show. We will tell you in September 
what part/what section you are in, we have set up an Edulink group chat 
and will message you all after the summer. If you change your mind about 
being part of our show, then please let us know in September. 
 
Music Tuition Lessons 
If you wish to continue your instrumental lessons, then you don't need to 
do anything - these will continue in September. I will try as best as I can for 
you to have the same day/time. 
 
If you do not wish to continue lessons next year, then your parents need 
to email me by Friday 17th July. jbrook@purbrook.hants.sch.uk 
 
Mrs Brook Performing Arts Technician 

Pre-Loved School 
Uniform 

Has your child grown out of their school 
uniform - Are you having an end of school 
year clear out? 
Purbrook Park School Parent, Teachers and 
Friends Association (PTFA) are looking for 
donations of Pre-loved School Uniform to 
support our environment through an eco-friendly 
way to dispose of outgrown uniform and offer 

good quality pre-loved uniform to our 
school community. 
Donations can include: 

• Any Branded School Uniform  

(Blazers, Ties, PE Kit) 

• Non-Branded School Uniform  

Blouses / Shirts, Trousers and Skirts 

• Shoes – School shoes, trainers or 

football boots 

Please make sure that all items are in 
GOOD condition, have been freshly laundered and name labels are 
removed. Donations can be made at Reception. 
 
The PTFA run Pre-Loved Uniform sales throughout the school year and will 
advertise dates in advance. The NEXT PRELOVED SALE will be held on 
Wednesday 15th July between 2.30pm and 3.30pm outside the entrance 
to the main building (on Park Avenue). Cash and card payments can be 
made, although cash is the preferred form of payment.  We look forward to 
seeing you there… 
 
Thank you in advance for your support.  
 
Purbrook Park PTFA 

mailto:jbrook@purbrook.hants.sch.uk


Good News Story  Please follow the link to acess a good news story featuring some of our 
pupils at Southampton Football academy: 
 
https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/sport/26264580.southampton-retain-top-
english-prospects-12-scholar-deals-signed/ 
 
PE Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/sport/26264580.southampton-retain-top-english-prospects-12-scholar-deals-signed/
https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/sport/26264580.southampton-retain-top-english-prospects-12-scholar-deals-signed/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

PE Bulletin 
 
Year 7 & 8 Athletics 
On Tuesday 7th July 2026, six Year 7 and 8 pupils attended the Hampshire Schools Championships 
at Winchester Sports Stadium to represent South-East Hampshire, following their qualification at the 
track competition last month.  
 
The pupils competed against different schools from all around Hampshire. There were some very 
competitive athletes from all around Hampshire that took part and it was a great opportunity for our 
pupils. Each pupil put 100% into their event despite the very hot conditions. Hugo (8NBO) competed 
in the 100m, Layton (8JFR) competed in javelin, Oliver (7HDO) competed in the 150m, Elijah (8CBR) 
competed in long jump, Grace (7HDO) competed in the 1000m and Devon (7SGR) competed in the 
80m.  
 
Devon came first in his 80m sprint and qualified for the final against some very tough competition, 
showing determination all the way through the finish line. Devon and Oliver both participated in the 
relay with two pupils from Oaklands and TPS and their team came in 2nd place which was an 
amazing achievement.  
 
Well done to all who took part - you were all amazing!  
 
Miss Butler – Teacher of PE 
 

 
 
Mr Spear 100 Miles in 24 hours! 
As part of this year's Mr Spear`s fundraising efforts, an ambitious challenge was set to complete 
100 miles in 24 hours. Although the original target proved just out of reach, an incredible 95.5 miles 
was completed in what became a remarkable display of determination and resilience. 
 
The challenge took an unexpected turn early on. Just five hours into the event, at around mile 21, 
severe nausea, sickness, headaches and stomach pains threatened to bring the run to an early end. 
Despite being visibly unwell throughout much of the evening and overnight, the challenge continued 
at a reduced pace, with every mile earned through perseverance and determination. As daylight 
returned, the momentum gradually improved. After more than 20 hours on the move, the final four 
hours became a test of mental strength, with every step bringing the total closer to the ambitious 
goal. Although the 100-mile target was narrowly missed, completing 95.5 miles in 24 hours remains 
an outstanding achievement. 



The challenge was about much more than the distance covered. It became a fantastic whole school 
event, with pupils and staff showing tremendous support from start to finish. Many joined in by 
running or walking alongside parts of the route, cheering from the sidelines and encouraging one 
another, creating a brilliant atmosphere throughout the school. The event inspired many pupils and 
staff to push themselves physically and demonstrated the power of resilience, teamwork and 
determination. 
 
The fundraising effort was equally impressive. Pupils and staff embraced a range of activities, 
including sweet sales, cake sales and the ever popular ‘Soak the Teacher’, helping to raise a 
fantastic amount of money for Mr Spear’s ‘gofundme’. The enthusiasm and generosity shown by the 
school community highlighted what can be achieved when everyone works together towards a 
common goal. 
 
A huge thank you goes to everyone who donated, volunteered, took part in the fundraising activities 
or offered encouragement throughout the challenge. The incredible support from the Purbrook Park 
School community helped make the event a memorable success and demonstrated the school's 
values of perseverance, community spirit and kindness in action. If you would like to donate to help 
Mr Spear reach his target please do so via the following link: 
 
 https://www.gofundme.com/f/purbrook-park-school-pe-department?attribution_id=sl:a71a7e7d-
654e-47eb-a365-
989890ef10c9&ts=1773436085&utm_campaign=natman_sharesheet_dash&utm_medium=custom
er&utm_source=copy_link  
 
Mr Bolton – Teacher of PE 
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