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                                Guinness World Record in Reading at Fratton Park 
 
1. Notes from the Headteacher 
 
Congratulations to pupils in Year 7 who helped to win a new Guinness World Record in Reading at 
Fratton Park. Well done everyone!  
 
With best wishes,  
 
Paul Foxley 
 
 

 

 



2. Calendar  
 

Date Event  

Monday 
16.03.26 

Year 8 KS4 Taster Sessions – all week 
Year 10 Chemistry (AM) & History (PM) Exams 
Year 11 A, D & T Component 1 Intervention Day 
Year 11 HSDC Interviews – Conference Room 
Staff Briefing 
Department Meetings 
Board of Governors’ Meeting – from 6.00pm 

  
Tuesday 
17.03.26 

Year 10 Maths (AM) & Business (PM) Exams 
Shakespeare for Schools – rehearsal & performance - New Theatre Royal 

    

Wednesday 
18.03.26 

Year 10 Physics (AM) & Drama (PM) Exams 
Year 10 Prize Giving Assembly 
STEM Challenge 

  

Thursday 
19.03.26 

Year 10 English Literature (AM) & Food/Hospitality (PM) Exams 
Year 11 Prize Giving Assembly 
‘We are One Expo’ – school hall – 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
Madrid Trip 2027 – Parents’ Information Evening – school hall – from 6pm 

  

Friday 
20.03.26 

Year 10 Sociology (AM) & Spanish/French Writing (PM) Exams 
‘Move It’ – Excel London 

 
 
3. Messages 
 

Year 11 A, D & T 
Intervention Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Cumbo – Lead Teacher of A, D & T 

 



Careers Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 HSDC Interviews – Conference Room – 16.03.26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Football Academy Open Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 Work Experience Appointments 
 

Appointment Date Time Forename Reg 

Monday 16th March 11:55 Kieran A 10JHD 

 12:25 Jack B 10IPU 

 14:00 Sophia S 10MBR 

 14:30 Harry D 10JHD 

Tuesday 17th March 11:55 Chloe L 10TGO 

 12:25 Beth H 10TGO 

 14:00 Sydney C 10FCO 

 14:30 Tommy R 10MBR 

Wednesday 18th March 11:55 Lilly A 10MBR 

 12:25 Esmai B 10GEV 

 14:00 Texas H 10MBR 

 14:30 Sophie M 10JHD 

Thursday 19th March 11:55 Morgan-Lee C 10TGO 

 12:25 Annabelle P 10FCO 

 14:00 Essense S 10MBR 

 14:25 Oscar W 10IPU 

Year 10 Work Experience week is taking place between 27th April – 
1st May 2026.  

 As Work Experience week is just over 6 weeks away, we are offering 30-
minute WEX appointments to any year 10s that have not yet found a 
placement.  

If your son/daughter currently has not registered an employer on Unifrog & 
you have something in mind and/or a contact that can offer them a place, 
please could you facilitate arranging this promptly. Employers need to fill 
out an online form and approve the placement before the school can 
approve it, and this can take time. 

If you need help with finding a place or have any questions, please contact 
me at:careers@purbrook.hants.sch.uk 

Mrs Akhtar – Careers Advisor 

 

mailto:careers@purbrook.hants.sch.uk


Food Practical 
Reminders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Millar – Teacher of Food Technology 

Science - 
Celebrating 

Success 

Sparx 
The top three Science Sparx users in each year group for the week 
beginning 2nd March 2026 were: 
 

Year 
Group 

1st Position  2nd Position 3rd Position 

7 Angel 
(LWA) 

Molly 
(LBR) 

Izzy 
(LWA) 

8 Millie 
(EMI) 

Lola-Marie 
(RJA) 

Alex 
(EMI) 

9 Tilly 
(NSD) 

James 
(TKE) 

Josh 
(RHA) 

10 Bethany 
(TGO) 

Jacob 
(GEV) 

Rudy 
(TGO) 

11 Esamae 
(SWI) 

Finlay 
(TEV) 

Bill 
(TEV) 

 
Each of the above pupils have been awarded 25 Praise Points. This 
academic year pupils have completed a fantastic 243,851 questions 
answered correctly since September. 
 
Scientists of the Week 
The following pupils have been nominated as “Scientist of the Week” by 
Mrs Goodchild for their continued hard work and sustained effort within 
lessons and have been awarded 50 Praise Points:  Oliver (8RJA) and Lucy 
(10MWA). 
 
Mr Evans – Lead Teacher of Science 

 

 



Performing Arts 
Update 

Rehearsals 
 

 
 
Master Class 
Well done to Elliott 9JMS for his bass guitar master class this week. 
 
We look forward to our last master class with Lyle, on Wednesday 
25th March 2026. If you fancy listening to some top tips for singing and 
would like to have a try yourself, please sign up via Edulink. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good Luck 
 
Good luck to all our pupils over the next couple of days: 
 

• Dancers performing Disneyland Paris at the weekend. This will be live 
streamed through our Purbrook Park Performers’ Facebook page and 
Instagram -11:30pm UK time. 

• Drama pupils performing at the New Theatre Royal, Tuesday 
evening with their Shakespeare's piece 'The Comedy of Errors'. 

• Dancers performing at the 'Move It' exhibition on Friday. 
 
A busy time in our amazing talented department!  
 
Mrs Brook – Performing Arts Technician 

 



Guinness World 
Record Attempt – 
World Book Day 

On Thursday 5th March 2026 – World Book Day – a group of Year 7 pupils 
(pictured on the front of the newsletter) went to Fratton Park for a Guinness 
World Record attempt - for the Biggest Multi Venue Reading Lesson, and 
we smashed it!  
 
The previous record of 3,509 participants was set by Eastbourne Area 
Secondary Schools in 2014 and we surpassed that, hosting 6,715 
participants across Portsmouth and the surrounding area.  
 
The News reported on a, "Historic moment for the city" as thousands of 
children set new Guinness World Record for biggest reading lesson. 
 
Portsmouth Creates, Portsmouth Football Club, Pompey in the Community 
and Portsmouth Library Services organised the event, which was hosted 
by Blue Peter presenter Abby Cook, with Portsmouth FC’s mascot, Nelson 
the dog, flanking her side. Youngsters had the exciting opportunity to get 
involved in a 35-minute reading lesson, which was led by retired 
headteacher, Howard Payne, Sunday Times bestselling author of the 
Jamie Johnson series Dan Freedman and Clare Martin MBE, CEO of 
Pompey in the Community. 
 
During the session, Dan read from his book ‘I Am Lenny Brown’. Pupils 
were guided through a structured reading experience, and they listened to 
passages from the story before reflecting on its themes and discussing the 
characters together. 
 
It was a real celebration of reading and collective community spirit as we 
came together to break this record. Thanks to all staff who gave up their 
time to join us on the trip. Year 7 had a great morning and represented 
Purbrook Park beautifully!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Evans – Assistant Lead Teacher of English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Purbrook Park Gets Working on National Careers Week 
 

National Careers Weeks was 2nd March – 9th March 2026. Purbrook Park took this opportunity to 
get all year groups involved in careers activities around the school. 
 
The corridors were enhanced with motivational quotes and career myth busting posters, teachers 
posted their career paths on their classroom doors, and teachers linked careers to their subject 
lessons. There were year group workshops throughout the week, and the highlight was speakers 
who volunteered their time to talk about their 
career and the path they took to get there. 
 
On Monday, Mr McFawn spoke to Year 10 & 11 
pupils about Business Management. On 
Tuesday, Dr Qayyum spoke about being a GP 
and what it was like to work in the medical 
sector.  

 
Wednesday was the turn of Mr Akhtar, who spoke about 
the different types of engineering the options to get there, 
and where it can take you, both as a career and 
geographically.  
 
 
 

Mrs Aldred talked about floristry, the apprenticeship process to get into the career, where to study 
and what it was like to make a bouquet for the Queen. 
Year 8s completed a career workshop in the main hall with City of Portsmouth College and explored 
how their personalities can inform their career choices, and their GCSE options. 

 
 

On Friday Alan Mak MP came to the school to give an 
assembly about his career path, and what it was like day to 
day to be a politician.  He talked about his education and 
the importance of self-belief. Mr Mak MP spoke about the 
charity work he does, encouraging pupils to get involved in 
volunteering. 
He answered lots of interesting questions, such as, “If you 
could go back in time, what would you tell your younger 
self?” and “If you were offered the role of Prime Minister, 
would you take it?” 

 
Finally, continuing the momentum from Careers week, pupils enjoyed tutor workshops about their 
future careers and aspirations, supported by Havant & South Downs College.  



PE Bulletin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9/10 Girls’ Football 
Massive congratulations to our Year 9/10 girls football team who beat HTC in this year’s league. 
Purbrook conceded a goal early into the first half but showed resilience and determination to turn 
the game around and with some solid defensive work and an excellent save from an indirect free 
kick, maintained this score until an excellent goal from Daisy just before half time. The second half 
started with as much intensity as the first with opportunities coming from both teams and some 
excellent saves from the goalkeepers. Thank you to Charlie for stepping in as goalkeeper, who did 
a fantastic job. After an excellent passage of play Purbrook scored a wonderful goal securing the 
win and ensuring they remain undefeated in the league.  
 
Well done girls it was a real pleasure being able to watch you as a team and seeing such brilliant 
improvement from previous years. You totally deserved this win and it was a joy to watch you enjoy 
the opportunity so much. A huge well done and thank you for a great afternoon. - Miss Brailey 
 
Solent Kestrels Basketball Trip 
On Saturday 7th March, 30 pupils were given the opportunity to watch both Women and Men’s 
Solent Kestrels Basketball teams play in their last home games of the season. The women took on 
a strong London side and with the scores so close throughout the whole game it made for an exciting 
and entertaining watch. The men then followed and with a dominant win saw them become league 
champions for the 2025/26 season which was a brilliant opportunity for us to watch.  
 
Following the game, the players interacted with our pupils, signing autographs and taking pictures 
which the pupils were really excited about. The pupils’ behaviour was exemplary and with lots of 
school ‘shout outs’ we were told the atmosphere was the best it's been all season, so thank you 
Purbrook for bringing such good support. I hope many of you are now inspired to continue playing 
and attend more live games. Thanks for a brilliant trip - Miss Brailey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross country 
Six pupils in Year 7 and 8 competed in the South East 
Hants Cross Country Championships on the 
24th February. All pupils showed great resilience and 
determination throughout. It was a tough course with 
an added hill, however each pupil successfully 
crossed the finish line with smiles.  
 
Some stand out performers were:  
Grace Year 7 (HDO) 4th Place  
Reece Year 8 (RJA) 6th Place 
Rudy Year 8 (EMI) 7th Place 
 
Well done to each of you.– Miss Butler  
 

 

 



Art Competition 
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